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Meetine or Councin. 


At a meeting held on the 9th inst. the Council had 
a number of interesting and important subjects to 
discuss and decide. This they did quietly and expe- 
ditiously under the guidance of their chairman, Mr. 
James Simpson, who is quite ‘‘ an old presidential 
hand.” 

Although everyone will doubtless peruse our re- 
port for himself, there are one or two questions in it 
of such first-class importance to the profession that 
we cannot resist giving them as much prominence as 
possible. 

EXaMInaTION SPECIMENS. 


The examiners in physiology have applied to the 
Council for specimens and models. This is a step in 
the right direction. Without specimens an examina- 
tion in most subjects is a very poor test of merit— 
altogether bookish and unpractical. So far everyone 
seems agreed, but when the next question comes— 
who should provide the specimens ?—unanimity 
ceases. Some say the Council, some the examiners, 
and some the schools. Ii is curious that no one sug- 
gested—the candidates. The Council, representing 
the R.C.V.S., is the examining body. The examiners 
are selected for their special knowledge and fitness. 
Although the examiners should have a preponderating 
voice in the selection of specimens they may require, 
it does seem almost self-evident that the supply 
should be furnished by the corporate body that draws 


the fees for examining. If logic alone governed the | 


proceedings of men this position would be secure, but 
‘we must take into consideration convenience and ex- 
pediency. For many years—in our days of corporate 
weakness and poverty—we utilised the kind and 
courteous offers of the Schools to supply nearly every 
material want for our examinations. Custom makes 
slaves of us all, and we have become so habituated to 
borrowing that both lenders and borrowers seem 
equally to resent any change. Probably our corpor- 
ate position is still unable to bear the strain of con- 
ducting independent examinations in Scotland and 
England, but we really should endeavour to rely on 
ourselves as much as we conveniently can. In 
many classes we have attained to self-reliance. We 


have our own specimens of materia medica, we 


ave our own instruments for use in the “ practi- 
cal” section. We have a number of models, and we 
pay for dissections in our anatomy class. The class 
for physiology and histology may be made complete 
and independent for £15, and if the funds of the 
RCV. can afford this drain we may hope that the 
Ppa Committee will see their way to supply 

ue specimens required. Some day we may perhaps 
Psp a step further and provide all that is necessary 

or examining all the classes. 


THe Scorcu SEcRETARY. 


excitement of a ballot. Of course Mr. Rutherford, 
who has done yeoman service for the College for 
years, was re-elected. The position is no sinecure, 
and its holder requires a mixture of firmness, tact 
and impartiality not always to be found in one man. 
Had the Council not re-elected Mr. Rutherford the 
omission could only have been construed as a vote of 
want of confidence in an old official, His re-election 
marks approval and the College retains the organising 
powers of an experienced official during this trying 
period when the great changes necessitated by the 
four-years-system are in course of practical intro- 
duction. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


The persistent attempt of the Council to bring 
before the Board the grievances inflicted upon veteri- 
narians by the so-called re-organisation of the veteri- 
nary department has reached a further stage. Appli- 
cation has been made to the Rt. Hon. Walter Long, 
M.P. to receive a deputation from the Council. The 
petition is to be confined to the following three 
points and the deputation are to give their reasons 
for the proposed changes : 

(1) That the veterinary department be restored. 

(2) That the department be under the direction of 
a veterinary surgeon. 

(3) That the staff of veterinary officers be strength- 
ened. There are other claims which might have 
been urged for the veterinary profession but it was 
thought well to introduce no subject which any im- 
partial person could call controversial. 

The Council decided to claim only suck position 
and recognition as experience has shown are neces- 
sary to safeguard the stock owner and protect the 
taxpayer. 

Computsory Nortirication. 


The result of the Council’s appeal to the profession 
for guidance on this subject is that 787 replies have 
been received to an issue of 2,758 circulars. This 
is a poor show, suggestive of ignorance and apathy, 
but it is about as good as would be made by any other 
class of men under similar circumstances. tis at 
any rate sufficient to guide the Council in framing a 
reply to the Board of Agriculture. The reply will 
be—‘‘ We have no objection to notification if the 
law makes it compulsory and general. We are willing 
to assist in suppressing diseases which are a source of 
loss and danger to man and animals, but we decidedly 
object to play the part of cats-paws and pull chest- 
nuts out of the fire for others to fatten on. If we are 
to be saddled with responsibility we must also have 
some authority and profit. We are willing, if you 
are, to give and take.”’ Of course this will be put 
into diplomatic language, but the significance will be 
identical in our paraphrase and in the official answer. 

Comment on the other questions before the meet- 


Over the election of a Secretary for the Examining | ing we reserve till next week when the remainder of 


td in Scotland, the Council had the unusual | the report will be published. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 
POISONING DOGS. 


The other day two dogs were sent to my place to 
be destroyed. One, a collie, I destroyed in thirty 
seconds with twenty minims of Steele’s prussic acid. 
I then proceeded to administer twenty minims to the 
other dog, a spaniel. The animal fell, and respira- 
tions ceased inside of thirty seconds; but the heart 
continued to beat irregularly about 44 to the minute. 
Respirations commenced again in a minute and a- 
half, and heart increased to 120 and irregular. The 
dog recovered completely, and I then gave twenty 
minims more of prussic acid from the same bottle, 
and dog’s heart ceased to beat within one minute. — 

The importance of above may be noted by practi- 
tioners. I have heard of similar cases from clients 
who attributed the non-destruction of their pets to 


MEASUREMENT OF HORSES IN INDIA. 


By E. E. Martin, A.V.D., 
Professor, Lahore Veterinary College. 


The question of measurement of horses has been 
recently opened in T’he Record by some practitioners. 
Though not strictly a professional question the 
matter is interesting to horsemen, and | thought 
some of your readers might like to know how horses 
and ponies are measured, and what rules exist for 
their measurement in India. Here the matter is one 
of great importance owing to the prevalence of pony 
racing and polo. 

Almost every station in India has its racecourse, 
and two or three race meetings in the year ; and be- 
sides the proper race meetings, there are frequently 
fortnightly or monthly gymkhanas, i.¢., meetings 
having amusing events and sports on horseback as 
well as proper racing. About four-fifths of the races 
are for ponies 14 hands and under, and nearly all 
these races are run under the weight-for-inches scale 
of weights, by which 12lbs. is allowed for every inch. 
Thus if the race is for ponies 14 hands to carry 12 
stone, a pony of 13.8 would carry 11st. 2lbs. ; one of 
12.2% would carry 10st. 13lbs.; 13.24 carries 10st. 
10lbs. ; and 13 has only &st. 8lbs. 

As each } inch means 3lbs. to a pony it becomes a 
matter of great importance for owners to get their 
ponies measured as well, that is, as low as possible. 

The following is a brief summary of the rules for 
measurement of the Calcutta Turf Club, which is the 
ruling body in racing matters over all the north and 
north-west of India. 

1. The stewards of the Calcutta Turf Club and cer. 
tain others a list of whom is published annually are 
authorised to measure horses and ponies. Measurement 
Committees consisting of two or three of such authorized 
persons are held at central places at stated times, 


2. The horse or pony (after this the terms will be 
used synonymously) to be taken on a level platform and 
measured by a standard of a pattern approved by the 
Calcutta Turf Club, from the highest point of the 
withers. 

3. The pony’s head to be held by someone appointed 
by the person measuring, in such a way that a line from 
the poll to the withers shall be parallel to the platform. 

4. The fore legs parallel to each other and as perpen- 
dicular to the platform as conformation will allow, the 


hind legs likewise. 
5. No allowance for shoes, but they need not be 


worn, 

6. The withers may be shaved. 

7. Measurement of one pony not to take over fifteen 
minutes. 

8. At six years and above a pony is granted a certifi- 
cate, for whatever height he has been measured, for life. 
If the pony is under six the certificate holds good for one 
year only. (This, of course, is an acknowledgment that 
up to six years an animal may grow.) 

9. A veterinary surgeon’s opinion as to age shall be 
taken if possible. 

The majority of horsemen at home will scarcely 
see the point of No. 7, for they will hardly under- 
stand how anyone can take fifteen minutes measuring 
one horse, unless he is an exceptionally bad tempered 
one, and it may interest them if I give a short account 
of how the measurement is conducted. The horse 
having been brought on to the platform and ‘being 
made to stand as nearly as possible to regulation, 
the standard is taken and the arm allowed to drop 
very quietly on the withers. When the horse feels. 
it resting on the withers he drops or shrinks a little 
toavoid it. The arm then follows the withers. The 
majority of ponies will shrink quite appreciably 
(sometimes up to 4 or ? of an inch) under this method, 
and the height is taken at the lowest point to which 
he descends, providing, of course, he is standing cor- 
rectly, and the standard is perpendicular with the 
arm parellel. In the meantime the pony will have 
moved perhaps a dozen times, and as each move en- 
tails his being brought back to proper position it will 
be readily understood that the measurement might be 
prolonged indefinitely. 

No allowance for shoes is the only possible rule, 
and naturally this results in every pony having his 
shoes taken off. If an allowance were given, no 
matter how small it was, the pony would turn up in 
something that would be called a shoe, but which 
would really only be a piece of tin plate. 

The rules for the measurement of polo ponies are 
framed by the Indian Polo Association and are in the 
main outlines similar to the racing rules. Here itis 
not a question of determining the exact height but of 
deciding whether the animal is over a fixed standard. 
The standard in this country for polo ponies is 13.3. 
The conditions in fact resemble the cases which ® 
veterinary surgeon is sometimes called to decide at 
horse shows in England in classes for hacks, cobs, 
ponies etc., limited to certain specified heights. 

Two or three days before the commencement 0 
any polo tournament a committee meets to measure 
all the ponies to be played in the tournament excep! 
those that have been measured and granted certifi- 
cates previously. Each pony is put under the stan® 
ard, and if it passes is granted a certificate. No 
allowance for shoes, the same as under racing Te 


238 
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the chemists’ acid being weak and old. The only | 
explanation I can offer of the above idiosyncrasy is 
the fact that spaniels are endowed as a rule with 
greater vitality than other breeds of dogs. 3 
J. Duncan Miner. 
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bony column immediately under it, it is simply slung 


4 hen of the owner. The usual plan is to keep the 
y walking continuously for from 12 to 24 hours 
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Here a little laxity is generally allowed by the com- 
mittee in this way, supposing a pony is brought on 
the platform with what are manifestly an ordinary 
pair of shoes and he measures 18.3} the pony is 


granted a certificate, for it would be obviously a: 


waste of time to put him back to have the shoes 
taken off. 

It will thus be seen that in India it is recognised 
that the height of a horse should represent what he 
naturally stands and does not take into account what 
may be added to the height in the way of shoes. In 
the same way in any physical examination of men 
for any branch of the service the height measure- 
ment is taken without boots. It seems therefore to 
be reasonable in any case that comes for decision at 
a show to permit the owners to have the shoes re- 
moved. If, however, the horse was put under the 
standard and found only slightly over height with 
an ordinary pair of shoes then he should be passed. 
In all cases where it is doubted if the thickness of 
the shoe accounts for the excess in height, the owner 
should be requested to have the shoes removed. 

The idea of giving so much allowance for shoes is 
one that would give rise to a lot of trouble and 
would result in a great deal of unfairness. If an 
ordinary shoe allowance were given (I suppose 4 inch 
would represent it in England) the owner of a big 
horse for his class would, previous to showing, have 
an extremely thin pair of shoes made, and so get 
considerably the better of the allowance. What this 
rule would lead to would be that horses considered 
big for their class would regularly before showing be 
shod with very thin shoes. Therefore I think that 
in all cases where exactitude is required the height of 
a horse should be taken as he stands naturally, with- 
out shoes. 

No description of the measurement of horses in 
India would be complete without saying something 
about the preparation of horses for measurement. 
This has come to be recognised as more or less of an 
art, and certain men get wide reputations for obtain- 
ing good measurements for their horses. It is noth- 
img uncommor to see a horse which has a life 
measurement, at least two inches below his natural 
height. The question arises, how is this done ? 

Advantage is taken of the fact that when a horse 
(or any other animal, man included) is feeling seedy 
and very tired, his muscular, fibrous and connective 
tissues are relaxed and stretch slightly. The result of 
such stretching is that the angles formed by the bony 
column of the fore limb becomes more acute, and the 
body descends. Also the horse’s fore quarter has no 


between the upper part of the two fore limbs by 
Pweg fibrous and connective tissue ; the imme- 
nay effect of these tissues stretching is descent of 
whole fore part of the body. In fact a glance at 
the bony skeleton of the horse will convince one that 
it leads itself to fraud in measurement. 
. he general idea that an owner has to work on 
— 1s to bring his horse up for measurement feel- 
— rather sorry for himself and very tired. The 
ay this is done varies accordingly to the plan or 


previously with a weight on his back. Give no food 
or water for a similar period, and about twelve hours 
before the time of measurement administer a mild 
dose of physic. Two drachms of aloes usually pro- 
duce as good a depressing and nauseating effect as a 
larger dose. 

The above is just an outline of the preparation of 
ponies for measurement. Some owners’ systems in- 
clude a long period of semi-starvation and the admin- 
istration of various drugs such as morphia, Indian 
hemp, etc. In fact, to put the matter mildly, their 
preparation for measurement is not far removed from 
cruelty. I have frequently heard the remark, 
‘‘That pony has never been the same since it was 
measured.” 


THE VETERINARIAN AND LEGISLATION. 
Tue GLANDERS oR Farcy Orper or 1894. 


This Order which came into operation on the 19th 
of November, 1894, includes for the purposes of the 
Order that form of glanders which is commonly 
known as farcy. Certain sections of the Diseases of 
Animals Act of 1894, are extended so that horses, 
asses, and mules shall be the animals, and glanders 
shall be the disease. 

Every person having or having had in his pos- 
session or under his charge any diseased horse, ass, 
or mule must give notice to the police of the district, 
the police will notify the inspector of the Local 


Authority. 


Local Authorities may give public warning by 


placards, advertisements, or otherwise, of the exis- 
tence of disease in any stable, building, field, or other 
place, and may continue to do so until the premises 
have been cleansed and disinfected. 


Local Authorities may make regulations for pro- 


hibiting or regulating the movement into, in, or out 
of any premises any diseased or suspected animal, or 
animals, which have been in contact with disease, for 
regulating the removal of manure, disinfection and 
cleansing of stables, utensils, etc. etc., and for pre- 
scribing the mode in which such cleansing and disin- 
fection are to be effected. 


Occupiers and owners must give all reasonable 


facilities for cleansing and disinfection ,of premises 
etc. 


It is not lawful to allow a diseased or suspected 


animal to be in a market, fair, or sale yard, to be 
sent on a railway, canal, river, or in a coasting 
vessel, or on a public highway or thoroughfare, to 
pasture on the side of a highway, or to stray on any 
common or unenclosed land. 


Any animal seized, which a veterinary inspector 


has certified to be diseased, shall be slaughtered 
where seized, or conveyed to the nearest knacker’s 
yard for slaughter. 


Suspected horses seized may, by consent of owner, 


be slaughtered or isolated in some convenient place. 


Dung which has been in contact with a diseased 


animal may not be removed until it has been disin- 
fected, and then only under license of the Local 


Authority. 
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Local Authorities may cause to be slaughtered any 
glandered horse, ass, or mule, provided that if the 
owner of the animal gives notice in writing to the 
Local Authority, or their inspector, that he objects to 
the animal being slaughtered, it shall not be lawful 
for the Local Authority to cause the animal to be 
slaughtered except with the further special authority 
of the Board of Agriculture. 

Local Authorities having previously obtained the 
consent of the owner may cause to be slaughtered any 
suspected animal. 

Local Authorities shall pay compensation in the 
case of a diseased horse, a maximum of one quarter 
value or a minimum of £2; in the case of a diseased 
ass or mule a minimum of ten shillings. 

In every other case the compensation shall be the 
full value of the animal immediately before slaughter. 

If any difficulty should arise as to valuation the 
provisions of the Arbitration Act of 1889 shall apply. 

Diseased animals may be removed alive in properly 
constructed vehicles to the knacker’s or other con- 
venient place of slaughter. 

Local Authorities must keep a record of animals 
slaughtered in the form prescribed by the Board. 

Carcases of animals which were diseased when they 
died or were slaughtered must be disposed of by-the 
Local Authority either by burial in quicklime at least 
six feet deep, or destroyed by exposure to a high 
temperature, or by chemical agents. It is unlawful 
to dig up the carcase of any diseased animal except 
with a license from the Board. 

Inspectors must on the Saturday of every week 
report each case to the Local Authority and to the 
Board. 

A copy of all regulations made by a Local Author- 
ity must be sent to the Board for approval. 

Nothing in the Order applies to animals kept in 
stables of military barracks or camps, under the care 
of the Army Veterinary Department, or of any 
veterinary college affiliated to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, except that diseased carcases 
must be disposed of by the Local Authority. 

Any person committing an offence within the 
meaning of the Order is liable to a penalty of £20. 
wa” Order extends to England, Wales, and Scot- 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting of this Soci 
in the Piscatorial Salon, Holborn 
Thursday, November 7th, 1895. The President (Pro? 
fessor J. Penberthy, F.R.C.V.S., occupied the chair and 
their were present as guests of the Society Messrs J 
Wartuaby, Burton-on-Trent ; C. J. Golledge, Sherborne 
Professor Bayne and A. W. Hill, Secretary R.C.V.S., 
with R. A. N. Powys, guest of the President : also the 
following gentlemen, viz., Messrs. Butters Veterina : 
Captain Butler, A.V.D., Veterinary -Captain L Blenkix. 
sopp, A.V.D., A. H. Clapp, J. A. W. Dollar, FW. 


‘Gostling, W. Hunting, F. Jarvis, C. Lowe, F. C. Mahon 


(Hon. Sec.) Professors J. McFadyean, and J. Macqueen, 
R.V.C., W. J. Mulvey, A. Prudames, G. Reddish, A. 
Rogerson, W. Reekie, J. Rowe (Hon, Treas.), F. Samson, 
Prof. E. Shave, R.V.C., W. E. Taylor, J. Wooff, F. O. L. 
Walpole, F. W. Wragg, J. Woodger, and as visitors : 
Messrs. F’. Stevens, Nettleton, and five other gentlemen 
guests of F. Jarvis, and W. E. Taylor, and Prof. J. Me- 
Fadyean. 

CoRRESPOINDENCE, 
The Hon. Sgc. read letters and telegrams regretti 
inability to attend the meeting etc. Sian Wea Victor 
Horsley, T. D. Lambert, Dublin ; A. Peele, West Hartle- 
pool ; G. Morgan, Liverpool; T. Goodall, Christchurch ; 
3. Villar, and Sir F. FitzWygram, Bart, also post cards 
from many fellows of the Central Society. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Pror. J. Pensertuy, F.R.C.V.S. 


It will be evident to all that the main attraction to the 
first general meeting is to be found in connectivn with a 
desire tu exercise our social tendencies rather than with 
a disposition to remain passive agents submitting to a 
protracted address. In performing a function which 
custom demands of your president on such occasions, I 
will endeavour to havea due regard for the prevailing 
and properly dominant feeling by being brief. My first 
words must express to you a sense of deep gratitudg for 
the kindness which has placed me in the position I now 
occupy, an honour, which I assure you, is very highly 
appreciated by me. Any hope which | may indulge, that 
the office of president of this Metropolitan Society may 
pass to my successor in the honourable condition in 
which I find it, is sustained by the assurance that | shall 
receive from my Fellows that loyal support and hearty 
co-operation which precedent and an intimate persoual 
acquaintance allow me to expect. The present would 
seem a special period of celebrations among us. Buta 
short time since the Royal Veterinary College held its 
centenary, the jubilee of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons is still being kept fresh in our memories by 
some of its votaries. This meeting, gentlemen, marks 
the quarter centenary of the Ceutral Veterinary Medical 
Society. 

It was remarked by my friend and predecessor Mr. 
Villar, while performing a similar duty last year, that at 
that time “there was nothing in the current politics of 
the profession which might be called a burning questiov.” 
Failing an indisposition to unduly excite the cereb 
functions or otherwise interfere with the physiological 
process we hope to indulge, the records referring to ovr 
foundation would show me that the discussion of pro 
fessional politics is to be eschewed. I am, however 
pleased to believe that professional matters are vow ¢% 
periencing that quiet so requisite for sound constructive 
work. The interval, which has elapsed since the birth 
of this Society, has been fertile in radical chauge aud 
reform, much of which was necessary and beneficial. 'Y 
might repeat the words of Lord Salisbury spoken 4 
Watford last week in reference to national politics. 
“ Much energy has been engaged in pulling the precious 
machine to pieces, it appears now that our busivess 1s '° 
get the machine to work. We have been a century ma” 
ing and mending the machinery, for Heaveus’ sake let us 
be doing some work now we have mended it.” Let ™ 
hope, gentlemen, the want of commotion is the result of 


true bearing and evidence of substantial work. If ouein 
arena of professional polities may speak, I would venture 
to express the opinion that while friction appears *** 
minimum there never was a stronger desire for effect!" 
and beneficent construction than exists at presé 


nt iu! 


Dowell, Veterinary-Lieut. W. B. Edwards, A.V.D. A 
. . . 


executive of the profession. In absence of the b 
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_“ Oxe would almost have thought that a profession pos- 


. Some time to avoid the danger of being wrecked in the 
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question outside, I will ask you, gentlemen, to bear with 
me, while referring briefly to the foundation of our 
Society and some changes which have occurred in the 
subsequent quarter century. 


In point of age, the Central can claim no advantage 
save that of being young. Prior to 1870 several provin- 
cial associations were in existence and doing good work, 
and in this connection we cannot pass without grateful 
mention of the name of Thomas Greaves, who was so 
active in their initiation and support, In 1828 Youatt 
established in London a veterinary medical society, 
whose existence was but short lived. Between this date 
and that of our birth several attempts were made, and 
though one had advanced so far as to have rules and 
bye-laws framed, they all aborted early. The fact of our 
comparatively recent formation may not, however, be 
attributed to any disregard for the value of such institu- 
tions or want of desire to appropriate their benefits, but 
rather to the circumstance that many Metropolitan 
practitioners attended the meetings and took a deep 
interest in the affairs of the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, founded in their alma mater in 1836. This, which 
may be regarded as the parent Society, has continued to 
hold its mcetings at the Royal Veterinary College for 
nearly 60 years. It is as you all know largely composed 
of students and to some extent controlled by the officers 
of the College. Up to 1870, and for some time after the 
alumni of the institution were frequent attendants, their 
studentship conferring membership and naturally a con- 
tinued interest. Credit for the initiation, so far as I am 
able to judge, certainly the initial work of the one 
Society is due to gentlemen who did not graduate from 
the London school. The inception of the Central Society 
was warmly espoused by several iafluential members 
exercising their profession in London and its neighbour- 
bourhood. Prominent among these are the names of Dr. 
Flemiug, its first President, who was re-elected in 1871. 
Mr. Armatage, its first Secretary, Mr. J. Woodger, its 
first treasurer, Mr. Rowe, Mr. J. Broad, Mr. E. Woodger, 
Professor Williams, and Mr. William Hunting, who not 
only contributed the first paper to their Society’s first 
meeting and a second during the first session, but has 
continued to give it his generous aud active support to 
the present moment. There are others good and true, 
but too numerous to mention, tv whose exertions so much 
of the present vital condition is due. It is nighly gratify- 
ing to find so many early members of the Society at this 
instant in our ranks, and suill to all appearance 
juvenile, 

Though to many here these are matters of personal 
experience, it is necessary for me to appeal to contem- 
porary literature to gather an idea of the state of matters 
veterinary at the time the Society came into existence 
in order to compare it with that which now obtains. 


In the report of an opening address by the President 
of the Lancashire V.M.A. in 1870, I find the following : 


sessing the puwer of improving itself would have exer- 
cised it before this time and made some advance on the 
highway of reform, but unfortunately for us as a pro- 
fession we have most of the time either been buried in 
helpless lethargy or in a state of civil war, kingdom 
against kingdom, school against school, man against man, 
“state of things under which neither nations nor pro- 
fessions can progress or prosper. 


Pa aleader in The Veterinarian, May 1st, 1870, referring 
. the proposed establishment of this Society, we read, 

There would be no fear of the Society languishing for 
waut of mental food; the danger would really lie in the 
pposite direction, it would need careful piloting for 


uge masses of dark ignorance and prejudice which have 


June number we notice the following “ We (the veterin- 
ary profession) occupy a position, it may be truly said, 
but little advanced beyond the unscientific unenlightened 
status of the farrier, veterinary medicine in this country 
it may be asserted has scarcely yet commenced its career 
or entered upon its higher duties. There is a vast and 
almost limitless expanse of research and investigation 


labourers in the field have beep unable to touch. The 
idea has too long prevailed that the V.S. should be any- 
thing else but a practical man, that is, that he should 
leave the world as he finds it, and has little else but the 
rule of thumb for his guide. “ Much of this undesirable 
condition is doubtless due to our own apathy, want of 
education, lack of scientific training and narrow-minded- 
ness.’ A correspondent to the same journal expresses 
himself thus “ Neither the present state nor the future 
prospects of the profession are very hopeful. Why do we 
find quackery so rampant and successful? Because the 
title is not protected.” 

Up to this time there was no matriculation examina- 
tion. There was, however, a movement on foot and 
after much agitation it was decided “ that the examina- 
tion should be iu the following subject: writing from 
dictation, parsiug a simple sentence, reading aloud, the 
first four rules of arithmetic, and simple rule of three.” 

The examination for the diploma was without a prac- 
tical side. The R.C.V.S. were tenants of a miserable 
little habitation, and the funds resulting from 26 years 
work amvunted to £1000. An appeal to our literature, 
too, will help us to form an idea of the state of pathologi- 
cal knowledge at the date to which we refer. On the 
page of The Veterinarian preceeding that on which the 
proposal to form this Society is announced, there is an 
extract from The Science Review referring to tuberculosis. 
After narrating some experiment, it is said “ These con- 
clusions, confirmed by other observers, demonstrate that 
tuberculosis is neither virulent nor covtagious.” We 
read of strangles being due tu excess of earthy salts in 
the system, and of the view of au expert that a good case 
was preventive of glanders and farcy. Glanders and 
farcy were regarded as separate diseases, and with few 
exceptions glanders, farcy, rabies, and other contagious 
diseases believed to arise by spontaneous generation. At 
this time we find one of our most prominent members 
declaring his belief that influenza was not contagious. 
We may read a long article by Lionel Beale, F.R.S., 
speaking of the failure of all attempts to prove the vege- 
table nature of disease germs. We may observe there 
the wail of an “active practitioner” that firing was to a 
certain extent falling into disuse especially among 
young men, and advocating the operation for “ lampas.” 
The Metropolitan Board of Works in 1870 issued its first 
order waking the notification of glauders by owners 
compulsory. A leader in The Veterinarian tells us that 
“glanders existed in several English counties and in 
Wales. That the malignant disease still prevails in 
London and its immediate neighbourhood, the Editor 
fears that many persons in possession of glandered 
horses are content to run the risk of detection rather 
than give notice of the existeuce of the malady.” Foot- 
and-mouth disease was rampant, and pleuro-pneumonia 
unchecked. At the first meeting of our Society the 
President said, ‘‘ The position of veterinary science 1s not 
so high as it should be, nor is it appreciated by others as 
it should be even under all ita shortcomings, the position 
also of the members of the profession is sadly behind the 
requirements of the age.”” These, gentlemen, are only a 
few points casually culled from the main source of infor- 
mation concerning ourselves. They will not offend the 
sensibilities of those among us who were of the profession 
then, for happily in every state of our history we have 
had individuals head and shoulders above their fellows 


long blocked the way.” In a communication in the 
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their untiring energies that we owe the benefits of pro- 
which we now enjoy. ; 

At the lapse of a quarter of a century we view a state of 
affairs markedly altered. We have ample evidence that 
the profession has recognised the power to improve and 
has exercised it. Never were we so well in accord with 
the teaching of our motto, Vis wnita fortior. United 
action and good fellowship are to-day more apparent and 
more real than ever before. Activity has replaced 
apathy. Though we have still much to investigate we 
have AP scove and the course of our investigation is 
illuminated by the light of science. Iam fain to think 
we have left the status of the farrier behind. It may be 
affirmed that though the veterinary profession has done 
much to improve and elevate the art of the farrier, this 
has not had the effect of assimilating the positions of 
veterinary surgeon and farrier. If a V.S. is to day mis- 
taken for a farrier it must largely depend on the 
personality of the former or the ignorance of the individ- 
ual in error. If the farrier is mistaken for the V.S. it 
must depend more on the lack of intelligence of the 
judge than on the similarity of their positions. The idea 
of the practical man has materially changed, and he is 
regarded most practical who can carry most science 
into and through practice. A great desire for and evi- 
dence of considerable possession of scientific knowledge 
is manifest, while we have practical work not only at the 
final examination but for anatomy, That veterinary 
education shall not be behind from a scholastic point 
ne view is assured by the high standard of the matricu- 

tion. 

The title of V.S. is protected by law, and the penalty 
of admitting without gerne the 863 existing prac- 
titioners who had a vested interest by previous practice 
to the 2nd Register of Existing Practitioners has since 
1881 been reduced by 203. ‘Thus all unregistered quacks 
are put outside as far as the law can be expected to do, 
while those registered are gradually but surely getting 
less and making: way for the duly qualified. 

The body corporate now possesses a respectable habita- 
tion in its own unencumbered freehold, furnished and 
decorated, a library, museum, and some £8000 in con- 
sols. Its Council is inspired by an active disposition to 
protect the interests of the body and the individual 
member. For the suppression of glanders, rabies, pleuro- 

neumonia, foot-and-mouth and other contagious diseases 

uring the past twenty-five years, we have indicated 
rational measures and provided the knowledge for carry - 
ing them out. With this, there is evidence of a higher 
appreciation by society, and trusting to the increasing 
value of our work to the public, the nobility of relieving 
suffering and to the power of education, scholastic and 
rofessional, we can entertain no fear as to progress. 
vo forma at least, we find the Board of Agriculture and 


of the Agricultural Department for the first time to deal 
effectively with a contagious malady, after receiving full 
executive powers for its suppression, had coincided with 
internal changes in the organisation of the department 
to which the Committee were almost the first to call 
attention. The alterations which had been made, and 
had aroused the natural resentment of the veterinary 
profession, had not been justified by results, and the 
Committee would again venture respectfully to place 
before the President of the Board of Agriculture the 
absolute necessity for strengthening the veterinary 
department.”’ 

In the general advance of our profession or rather in 
the provision of conditions which conduce to it, many 
factors have been at work, but it is remarkable and 
significant that the real progress dates pretty clearly from 
the institution of veterinary medical societies, for there 
was evidence of a forward movement before ouy birth. 
The Central Society lays no special claim to superiority 
in this direction, but a retrospect of the work accom- 
plished allows her fellows to accredit her with no mean 
share. Scarcely a subject of vital import to ourselves or 
the public from a veterinary point of view has been left 
undiscussed ; veterinary education, veterinary ethics, 
contagious and parasitic diseases, thermometry, anes- 
thetics, heredity, surgical operation, medical and patho- 
logical conditions have come in for a large share of con- 
sideration, and valuable contribution. 

The value of such associations as ours, need’ no 
words of commendation from me. Their existence is 
evidence of a desire for self-improvement, of a disposition 
to learn and to help in learning. At our meetings, views 
of individuals are expressed and rendered more assimil- 
able to the present good, and our work more effective by 
concerted action. Our services thus become more valu: 
able and the real interests of this Society are favourable 
to the interests of society at large. 

On this our quarter-centenary it is especially gratifying 
to note the cheerful recognition of merit and the gener- 
ous forbearance which are manifested at our meetings, 
and the spirit of good fellowship which exists amongst 
our members. The effect of exchanging ideas under 
these conditions is constructive not only of scientific and 
professional knowledge but of social refinement. é 

The Central Society affords ample evidence of vitality 
Our ranks have been recruited from all sources of late, 
perhaps especially from the younger, graduates. Thus 
while the experieuce of the older must be of immense 
value to the younger, the latter, full of the light of receat 
scientific training, may reciprocate, to some extent 
least, by exposition of modern views. Our roll contains 
the names of about 130 fellows certainly a respectable 
number, but we think it should include that of eve 
desirable metropolitan practitioner. 


the Government through its Home Secretary consulting 

our Council. We miss gradually that air of patronage 
so wont to be extended towards and to hang so heavily | 
on us. We are conscious, sometimes perhaps we are 

hypersensitive (young things often are) that we do not 
always get our deserts, but if we feel disheartened we | 
may look for courage and gratification to the report of | 
the meeting of the Council of the Central and Associated | 


Last year our good friend Mr. Villar, for whose judge- 
ment I have a most respectful regard, told us that he fet 
young practitioners of the preseut.day are beset by difh- 
culties which perhaps did not obtain with the veterivay 
surgeon of ouly one decade ago, that he could but come 
to the conclusion that to derive a modest income fromt 
practice of our profession is more difficult than 1 
ever been before. This view is perhaps not uncommon'y 
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was founded and given justification for its existence and 
continuance. 

An inaugural address should properly deal with the 
future rather than the past and indicate the conditions 
for coming operation. I have taken advantage of the 

int of time to retrospect. Time forbids further talk. 
Let me express the hope that our review will stimulate 
ustogoon. Our friend, the Secretary, will be much 
relieved by promise of papers to be read at forthcoming 
meetings, and in order that my essay may not be with- 
out a suggestion I would say that I think it worthy the 
consideration of our Council as whether we should not 
endeavour to enlist the help of the lay press to make 
known the result of our deliberations on subjects of 
public interest and import. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 220th general meeting was held in the New Theatre 
of the College, on Friday, November 8th at 6.30 p.m. 
Mr. Denington was in the chair. There were 53 members 
present. 

The following post-mortem specimens were introduced 
by Mr. Stephens :—Abomasum of two year-old heifer, 
with fern pond poisoning, taenia cucumerina from a dog, 
oxuryus curvula from a horse, and a double kidney from 
the left side of a sheep, united at the anterior portion 
by a cervise. 

Mr. Prudames then read a paper on “ Cataract in Horse 
and Dog.” The paper was an interesting one, and led 
to a discussion which was opened by Mr. Parks, in which 
the following gentlemen took part: Prof. Hobday, 
Messrs. Engel, Harber, Heeley, Tiydell, Gillam, Gillard, 
Miller, Golding, Conyngham, Johnson, Idenden, 
Stephens, and Webb. 

The meeting then terminated with votes of thanks to 
the Essayist and Chairman. 

F. Crownurst, Assist. See. 


GLASGOW V.M.S. 


The weekly meeting of this Society was held on Wed- 
nesday, 6th inst., in the Lecture Hall of the College. Dr. 
J. McCall, M.R.C.V.S., presided, supported by Mr. R. K. 
Rutherford, M.R.C.V.S. 

‘ Papers were contributed by Mr. R. McDonnell on 

Diseases of the Hock,” and Mr. H. McVean on “ Navi- 
cular Arthritis.” An interesting discussion ensued. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


at eae of the Council was held on Saturday the 
th 193 Present : Mr. James F. Simpson, president, in 
Pe, re air, Professors Dewar, Edgar, McFadyeav, McCall, 
Dell erthy, Pritchard, and Shave; Messrs. Abson, Bower, 
F raser, Hartley, Hunting, Kidd, Locke, 
retary), ulvey, Trigger, Wragg, and A. W. Hill, (Sec- 
read the notice convening the meeting. 
Mec, the motion of Mr, Fraser, seconded by Professor 
» the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 

and confirmed. 
*, Stated that he had received letters 
a Williams, Faulkner, Lawson, Peele, Bed- 
bnabilie mbert, Thompson and Barrett, regretting their 


CoRRESPONDENCE.—THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 


The Secretary said that Mr. Thatcher the solicitor, 
had received a letter from the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain stating that a conference was going to be 
held in connection with a deputation to the Board of 
Trade, re the Companies’ Acts Amendment Bill, and ask- 
ing Mr. Thatcher to get himself appointed to represent 
the College, together with the President or other mem bers. 
of the Council. Mr. Thatcher now wrote to the College 
saying that he did not think there was any necessity to 
appoint him as a delegate as that had been done at a. 
Council meeting some time back, and he presumed his 
appointment remained. He thought, however, that it 
would be as well that the matter should be brought 
before the Council in order that he might receive formal 
authority. 

The Prestpent : [ am afraid 1am not in position to 
explaip thoroughly the object of this deputation to the 
President of the Board of Trade, but I am sure that the 
Pharmaceutical Society, as well as ourselves, desire to do 
away as much as possible with the formation of com- 
panies which give to themselves all the powers which 
individua! members of our profession, or the pharmaceu- 
tical profession retain, though the members of those 
companies have no qualification whatever; in other 
words these companies start under the belief that 
although we may proceed against individuals we cannot 
proceed against them as companies. I think you will 
consider it advisable that there should be some repre- 


sentative from this Council to attend as a deputation 
with the Pharmaceutical Society. I certainly think that 
as the Solicitor is so well acquainted with all the details. 
he ought to be the one to represent us. 


Mr. Asson: Is this not a subject which ought to be 


taken up by the medical profession equally with ourse) ves. 


The Presipent: It is being taken up by them. 
Mr. Huntina: I prepose that the President be our 


representative, and as | have heard no suggestion what- 
ever in favour of the Solicitor beiug sent, that the Presi- 
dent go by himself. 
one single complaint to make of any company formation. 
Both the other bodies have complaints to make, and all 
the talking will be in their hands. 


Veterinary surgeons so far have not 


Prof. PENBERTHY seconded Mr. Hunting’s proposition. 
The PresipEnt: [s there any amendment. 
Prof. Encar: | propose as an amendment, “that the 


Solicitor be asked to attend with the President. 


Prof. McCatt seconded the amendment, which was 


agreed to. 


Postponep EXAMINATION FEgs. 
A letter was read from a student saying that he was 


unable to appear at the May examination through illness. 
and asking if his fees might hold good for the Christmas. 
examination. 


Mr. HartLty moved “that on the production of a 


medical certificate to the effect that he was unable to 
present himself in May in consequence of illness this 
student be allowed to present himself for the Christmas 
examination without further fees. 


Prof McFapygan seconded the motion. 
Mr. Huntina moved as an amendment “that the 


student be allowed to present himself in December at 
the Christmas examination without the production of any 
certificate.” 


On this amendment being put it was declared to be 


lost ; and the original motion was agreed to. 


Britisu Instirute or PREvENTIVE MEDICINE. 
A letter was read from the British I[ustitute of Pre- 


ventive Medicine pointing out that they had not received 
any Official notification of the grants made by the 
College and some of the veterinary societies, and asking 
whether it was necessary to make any further application 


y to attend the meeting. 
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Mr, HunTING explained that the reason they had not 
acquainted the Institute with the vote was because they 
were expecting to receive other grants from different 
veterinary societies, and he moved that the Secretary be 
instructed to write to the British Institute of Preventive 
Medicine iuforming them that the Council intended to 
contribute £100 and that it was waiting to receive certain 
expected donations from other veterinary societies aud 
that the Institute would be communicated with before 
the end of the year. 
Mr. Locke seconded the motion, and suggested that 
the Secretary should write to all the societies asking if it 


was their intention to subscribe. Agreed to. 


EXAMINERS’ SPECIMENS. 


The Prestpent: We vow have to consider a letter 
from Captain Smith in which he says that a year or two 

e the examiners in class B were asked whether there 
was anything in the shape of specimens and material 
which they would like the College to provide for their 
examinations. He says he has consulted with his col- 
league, and he now asks for a microscope, a box of histo- 
logical specimens, and an artist’s lay model of a horse for 
the purpose of examining on locomotion ; and whether 
there is any objection to the histologists being furnished 
with microscopic material which can be takev from school 
to school. 

Mr. Harter: I beg to propose that these things be 
bought for the use of the examiners if the cost of the la 
model is not excessive. 

Mr. Dottar: I will second that. I do not think the 
total cost would exceed £12 or £14. 

Mr. Harrier: | will add to my proposition that the 
sum is not to exceed £15 

Mr. Etruick:—I move as an amendment that the 
matter be referred to the Examination Committee, with 
power to act. 

Prof. McCatt: May I ask if Captain Smith has been 
refused microscopes at the College? Iam not aware of 
it. We could give -him a dozen microscopes and any 
number of specimens, 

Prof. Pritcnarv :—I should propose that the exam- 
iners provide their own microscopes. 

Prof. Dewar: I do not see any use in providing 
microscopes at all. [ do not think any school would 
refuse to supply the examiuers with them, they can have 
a dozen if they like. 

Prof. Suave: I second Prof. Pritchard’s proposal 
that the examiners provide their own microscopes and 
microscopic specimens. The examiners have to examine 
and I think they should provide themselves with the 
necessary instruments. 

The Prestpent:—I will now put Mr. Elphick’s 
amendment :—“ That the matter be referred to the 
Examination Cet with power to act. 

On this amendment being put to the meeting'j 
declared to be carried. Ming is he 

Prof. PrircHaRp’s amendment was then 
and Mr. Elphick’s amendment was carried 
tive proposition. 

The Preswwent:—We now have to consider a letter 
with reference to the circular which was received from 

Mr. Lynch in [reland. It will be within your recollection 
that you instructed the Secretary to send the whole of 
the correspondence, or rather to send the circular 
received from Mr. Lynch, to the Board of Agriculture 

_ That was dove, and we have received a letter from the 

' Board of Agriculture stating that it has nothing to do 
with it, and that it had better be sent to the Clerk f 
the Council, Veterinary Department, Privy Cou - 
Office, Dublin Castle. I thought it better that we should 
take your wishes on the matter, because this eutl : 
_holds an appointmeut in Ireland, and ma t 
have his letiers sent to Dublin Castle. 


Prof. PrircHarp moved that the corres 


of the letter received from the Board of Agriculture. 
Prof. McFapyEaNn seconded the motion. 


Mr. Locke moved as an amendment that the letter be 


sent to Dublin Castle. 


Mr. Fraser seconded the amendment, which was 


to. 
APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY TO THE BoaRp oF 


EXAMINERS FOR SCOTLAND. 


The Prestipent:—We now have to proceed to the 
appointment of a Secretary to the Board of Examiners 
for Scotland. Perhaps, however, if the Chairman of the 
Examination Committee sees no objection it would be 
as well that you should kuow what the replies of the 
examiners and the late secretary were to the letter which 
you instructed our secretary to write to them with refer- 
ence to their acquiescence, or otherwise, in the suggestion 
that was made that we should allow the matter in con- 


nection with the unfortunate business to drop. 


Prof. McFapygan :—I submit that there is no cogent 
reason why this should be taken before we proceed to 


the business which comes next upon the agenda. 


The Presivent:—I thought it would clear up the 
whole matter if you had this correspondence now, other- 
wise at the present moment the members of the Council 
will not know whether our late secretary has beeaim- 
properly blamed, or whether our examiners have been 


improperly blamed. 


The correspondence was then read, consisting of letters 
from Mr. Ratherford, Prof. Williams, Dr. Fleming, Vet.- 


Capt. Smith, and Dr. Peacock. 
The PrestpENnt :— We will now proceed to the appoint. 


ment for a secretary to the Board of Examiners for 


Scotland. You are aware that the fact of a vacancy 
having occurred was advertised. Applications have been 
received from the following gentlemen :—Mr. Ruther- 
ford, Edinburgh; Mr. McIntosh, Dalkeith ; Mr. Gray, 
Ediubargh ; Mr. Crichton, Lisburn, Ireland ; Mr. Baird, 
Edinburgh ; Mr. De Jong, Edinburgh; Mr. Millar, Par- 
tick; Mr. Hill, Glasgow; Mr. Anderson, Glasgow; Mr. 
Frew, Glasgow; Mr. Player, Edinburgh ; Mr. Dunbar, 
Aberdeen; and Mr. Golden, Eastbourne. Will you 
proceed straight away to the ballot, or does anyone wish 
to urge the claims of any of these candidates upon the 
notice of the Council ? , 

Mr, TriaceR:—I move that we go straight away t¢ 
the ballot. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

Prof. Dewar :—There must be many members of the 
Council who know nothing as to the qualifications 
these candidates. Have there been any testimonials 
qualifications sent up to the Council. 

Prof. Penpertuy :—It is not necessary. P 

Prof. Enaar :—Will there be any opportunity of dis- 
cussing the relative merits of the two men who are & 
top before you finally decide ? / 

The Prestnent: Yes, if it is your wish. The pers? 
obtaining the highest number of votes will not necessarily 
be elected. He must have a majority of the mem 
present in his favour. Fae 

A ballot was then taken with the following result — 
Rutherford, Baird, DeJong, Player. s ts 

The Prestpent: Mr. Rutherford heads the list, >? 4 
second ballot will be necessary because there has 
majority of the members present. 

On a second ballot being taken, the voting aa 
follows, Ratherfurd, Baird. to be 

The Pxestoent: I declare Mr. Rutherford 
elected. 


Proposep DEeputTaTION To THE BoaRD 0 
rove 


The Presipent: The next business is to PP 
alter a diaft representation to be made to 


ndence be re- 
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qualified veterinary surgeons are employed to carry out 
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of Agriculture by the deputation appointed by this 


ing, Mr. Kidd, and myself, as a deputation to wait upon 
the Board of Agriculture with reference to the arrange- 
ments now existing at the Animals’ Department of that 
Board, and we desire on account of the many and some- 
times extreme views entertained by members of the pro- 
fession, to consult you before making our representa. 
tions. There are members who desire an alteration in 
the name of the Department, there are those who desire 
not only an alteration in the name but also in the 


refer to. Then there are 5 which are difficult to classify, 
and they are classified as “ conditional.” Those not in 
favour of compulsory notification :—147 need not be 
dealt with ; 22 were opposed to it under the existing 
regulations of the Board; 8 are opposed to it, giving 
many reasons against ; 1 opposed to it except in cases of 
glanders and farcy ; 2 practitioners think that clients’ 
notification ought to be quite sufficient ; 2 say reasonable 
compensation to owners is essential; 2 say they would 
not adopt it unless the inspectors to whom uotification 
has to be made are veterinary surgeons not in private 


direction of the department, and there are other views | practice; 1 opposed it unless the M.R.C.V.S. be au in- 
entertained which would carry us much further. We/ spector in his own practice and notify direct to local 


therefore ask you wh2ther you approve of our represent- 


authorities. That deals with the 185 classified as 


ing merely that that the profession is desirous, (1) that | against. [have a letter from Mr. Godfrey who lives in 
the Veterinary Department be restored ; (2) that the | the Channel Islands, in which he says he is in favour of 


Department be under the direction of a veterinary snr- 
geon ; (3) that another member be added to the pro- 
fessional staff. 1t is for you to say whether we have 
proposed too much or too little. 

The SzcretaRy read the Report, as follows: “ The 
Committee again consulted to-day, and should the Coun- 
cil approve of the recommendations, they are prepared to 
submit their reasons to the Board of Agriculture for the 
suggested alterations being made, and meanwhile they 
request the Secretary to write to the Rt. Hon. W. Long, 
the President of the Board of Agriculture, as to a con- 
venient date tu receive the deputation.” 

Prof. Pensertay: I would suggest that the last pro. 
position should be “ That the Veterinary Department be 
strengthened,” not that one member should be added, or 
ten, but that it should have whatever strength is neces- 
sary. With that alteration I move that the suggestion 
of the members of the deputation be adopted. 

Mr. Hartitey seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 


Computsory NoriricaTion oF ContaGious DisEAsEs. 


The Prestpent: I have to report to you that in 
accordance with your wish the Secretary issued 2758 
circulars to members of the profession asking them 
to intimate in their reply, which was to be made 
at an early date, whether they approved or disapproved of 
the adoption of the compulsory notification of contagious 
diseases in animals. To the circulars sent out, 787 
replies have been received. They may be classified thus : 
Notices returned in favor of adopting the Act 588, but 
some on certain conditions; notices returned not in 
favour of adopting the Act unconditionally 147 ; notices 
returned not in favor but conditional 38: notices 
returned where no opinion whatever has been given 13. 
Total 787. 

Mr. Huntine: Can you tell us about the conditions ! 

The Prestipent: The unconditional we need not refer 
to. These are classified as near as they could be got at. 
14 members say that they are in favour providing that 


the work ; 2 are in favor provided that the duties of in- 
spection are confined to members of the profession; 10 
are in favor provided adequate fee for notification is paid ; 
7 are in favour provided that every M.RC.V.S. is ap- 
pelnted inspector in regard to their own cases; 6 are in 
favour that notification and inspection be carried out 
throughout the District Councils and Imperial Veteri 


compulsory notification, but the act would have no effect 
there unless the Channel Islands were specially men- 
tioned. Then we have a letter from Mr. Gibbings, also in 
favour of the principle of compulsory notification, but he 
hopes that before the Council expresses an opinion on 
the adoption of such an Act they will make themselves 
acquainted with some particulars relative to its pro- 
fessional working. The superintendent of police acts as 
local inspector, and the services of veterinary surgeons 
are seldom called into requisition unless a prosecation is 
imminent. The fees allowed are miserably inadequate ; 
and possibly if such an Act were adopted we should 
suffer the humiliation of being compelled to notify to 
police officers against our clients’ wishes. Mr. Faulkner 
writes saying he is unable to answer our question either 
in the affirmative or negative, because, (1) The two pro- 
fessions, the medical and veterinary, are not identical in 
this respect ; (2) The anomalous r>gulations at present 
in force re Glanders and Farcy Order ; and (3) prospective 
orders, re Contagious Diseases of which we at present 
know nothing. Mr. Stephenson writes saying he is not 
in favour of the notification of disease; (1) Because it 
will place veterinary surgeons more in the hands of 
County Councils who now employ policemen and other 
non-qualified persons to act as inspectors under the Con- 
tagious Diseases (Animals) Act to the loss and prejudice 
of qualified men; (2) The proposed fees in all probability 
will be so small that they would not be worth the trouble, 
and after the certificate of disease was issued all other 
work in connection with the case would be carried out 
by Jaymen as it is by the County Councils in connection 
with sheep scab—police officers often declaring a case of 
sheep scab and only calling in the veterinary surgeon 
when they require his certificate to produce in court. He 
trusts the Council will do all they can to defeat the pro- 
posed change. I have also a long letter from Sir 
Henry Simpson. He says that he is of opinion than an 
intelligent public will before long force notification of 
contagious diseases upon the legislature, but that it 
would be unwise of the Council to assent or dissent im- 
mediately as they should take advantage of the very 
favourable opportunity presented by the Board's letter 
to formulate a demand or request for the question of the 
status of veterinary surgeons in relation to contagious 
disease to be fully considered. Reasuns for the suggested 
alteration should be drawn up by the Council and sub- 
mitted to various M.P.’s, some of whom should form a 
deputation to the Minister of Agriculture on the subject. 


uary Officers and revision of the whole of the Auimals’ 

partment. 

Mr. Hunting: What does that mean ? 

The PRESIDENT : Ido not know. There are 6 at any 
— of that mind; 5 are in favour provided glanders aud 
arcy only are dealt with; 6 are in favour if the interests | 
veterluary surgeons are justly considered ; 3 are in 
saan ry provided that compensation be given to owners ; 
“ are in favour if the matter is taken out of the | 
ands of the Council. I do not know what council they | 


‘of 


Should the Council think well to accept notification 
some condititions should be added, and amongst them : 


(1) The R.C.V.S. shall be consulted as to what diseases 


shall be termed coutagious diseases just as they were by 
the Royal Commission with regard to hereditary diseases 
for horse breeding; (2) The notice required shall be 
given toa M.R.C.V.S.; (3) An owner of live stock shall 
ve bound to take all reasonable precautions that his stock 
s free from contagious diseases, and shall be liable to a 
heavy penalty for neglect of such precautions ; (4) An 
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owner who neglects to have any newly purchased ;or 
received stock inspected by an M.R.C.V.S. within —— 
days of arrival on his premises, and all other stocks 
within —— months at least, shall be deemed to have 
failed to take reasonable precaution; (5) The Act 
(notification) shall be adopted throughout the kingdoms ; 
(6) Veterivary surgeons shall hereafter be exempt from 
serving on juries.”’ With those letters before you if you 
think we are in a position to give an answer to the 
Board of Agriculture with regard to this subject will 
someone make a proposition ? 

Mr. Bower: As you may be aware, several members 
met in Norwich to discuss this subject, and a paper was 
sent to this Council accordingly. They thought they 
would be giving the Board au opportunity of letting 
them know that we are dissatitied with the way we have 
been treated. I do not think anyone attended that meet- 
ing who objected to notify 8 contagious diseases—on 
conditions. 

Mr. Tx1cerR: After the course we have adopted, I 
take it that the Council cannot consisteutly go in the 
face of the replies they have received. The majority of 
those replies are in favour absolutely of compulsory 
notification, and I think therefore we are bound by it. 
There are some excellent suggestions in Sir Henry 
Simpson’s letter, one of which is with regard to serving 
on juries. 1 would suggest that a reply be sent to the 
Board of Agriculture saying that the Council are on 
certain conditions in favour of compulsory notification of 
contagivus diseases, and that a sub committee be ap- 

inted to suggest what is wanted in return, their report 
to be laid before ns at our January meeting. I will 
move that a letter be written to the Board of Agriculture 
saying that under certain conditions we are in favour of 
compulsory notification of disease, and that the matter 
be referred back to the General Purposes Committee to 
formulate those conditions. 

Mr. Doutar: In rising to second Mr. Trigger’s 
motion, | should like to say that, so far as I can gather, 
the results of this circular which has beeu issued is merely 
to show that a certain proportion of the members of the 
profession amountivg apparently to one-sixth, is in favour 
of compulsory notification. I think it is our duty, how 
ever, not to stop at the acquiescence or refusal on the part 
of the members, but to add as far as we possibly can 

from our own steres of knowledge aud experience, those 
safeguards which are likely to benefit us wheu we are 
called upon for our reply to the Board of Agriculture. I 
certainly agree with Sir Henry Simpson that the time 
has now come for making our views heard in connection 
with certain points which have been proved to be a source 
of great vexation to us iu the past, and I think it would 
be a great oversight on the part of this body did it 
neglect to take advantage of it. I am of opinion that 
Sir Heury Simpson’s suggestion that the Act be general 
and not local should receive our best attention. A fur- 
ther point, aud one which I venture to say is ot very 
great importance indeed both to country and town prac- 
titioners is this, we all unfortunately know that in the 
past our experience with contagious diseases like glanders 
has not always been of the happiest. We have a case 
which shows no external manifestations, and it is sent 
away for slaughter quite unsuspectingly. It is 
detected at the slaughter-house by the inspector, 
and in my own particular case, the following has 
happened—the owner has been warned that he 
sent away a glandered horse, and that he is liable to a 
penalty of £20 ; but the Central Authority has not stop- 
ped short there; it has further served a notice on the 
veterinary surgeon in attendance (in this case myself) 
warning him that if iu future such action should again 
arise he will be held responsible for it, and that he had 
better be careful in what he does. In my own case I did 
not wait until further attacked, but I attacked the Cen- 


tral Authority, and I am glad to be able to say that | ex. 
tracted from them an apology and retraction. This, how-, 


ever, is not always the fate which the unfortunate veter- 
inary surgeon meets with. It is frequently a man of not 
much means and unable to fight, and the authority which 
knows very well the facts of the case either ignores him 
altogether or continues its threats, which they know he 
cannot resist. I therefore think that in any Act pro- 
vision should be made for some protection to the veterin- 
ary surgeon. The suggestion has been made by a very 
eminent authority, who has considerable experience in 


these matters, that a veterinary officer in each district. 


should be appointed who should do no other practice. 
That would certainly be one way of relieving us of great 
anxiety. As you all know, the real cause of friction 
arises from the inspector endeavouring to use his position 
to the disadvantage of his professional brethren who are 
obliged to resort to him. If he were deprived of the 
power he is provided with, that temptation to abuse his 
position would be removed. The suggestion that we 
should endeavour to obtain immunity from serving on 
juries has my heartiest sympathy. 

Mr. Huntine:—I have an amendment to propose to 
Mr. Trigger’s motion, viz., that the matter be referred 
back to the General Purposes Committee, that they be 
asked to draw up a letter to the Board of Agriculture ex- 
pressing our general approval, but stating the conditions 
under which it would be most acceptable, and that that 
letter be submitted to the next meeting of Council. 

Prof. Eocar :—I should like to support Mr. Hunting’s 
amendment, on the ground that there are one or two 
important points to which this matter w.uld have no 
application, and especially bearing on glanders. For in- 
stance, I have private information of a man who pos- 
sessed seven or eight horses of great value, worth £50*er 
£80 each. Those horses have been exposed to the infec- 
tion of glanders, and have re-acted to mallein, and having 
great confidence from a considerable experience of 
mallein, I should conclude that those horses are glan- 
dered. I could not give a positive opinion, as an inspec- 
tor or as a private individual, that they are not absolutely 
sound, because they would pass any test of soundness 
you might like to put them to. We ought to have some 
understanding in our official position as to what is to be 
done with regard to malleia in this matter, because the 
Board of Agriculture and the County Councils refuse to 
recognise the test as diagnostic, and we should be open 
repeatedly to the charge Mr. Dollar has been subjected 
to. We only know privately that these horses have re- 
acted to mallein. The County Council know nothing 
about it until they are shown clinical evidence. This 
matter has a very important aspect when its details are 
encountered in practice. 

The Prestpent : — Mr. 'Trigger’s m»tion is withdrawn, 
and Mr. Hunting proposes that the whole matter be re- 
ferred to the General Purposes Committee to report to 
the Council at the January meeting, and in that report 
the conditions upon which we should accept the Act are 
to be mentioned. ‘ 

The motion was then pat and carried. 

(To be continued ) 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, Pall Mall, Nov. 12th, 1895. 
Vet.-Capt. E. H. Kelly, from half-pay, to pede 4 


Captain, vice H. Wilkinson, deceased, with prece® 
ence next below Vet.-Capt. S. M. Smith. 
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Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel C. Clayton arrived from India 
6th inst., and is appointed District Veterinary Officer 
for Ireland. 

Vet.-Captain J. Finlayson joined at Woolwich for 
duty on 12th instant from leave of absence. 

Vet.-Captain F. Joslen embarked for a tour of 
service in India, ou the 13th inst. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS CHARGED WITH 
CRUELTY. 


Before Mr. Stipendiary Atkinson, at the Leeds Town 
Hall, on Thursday, November 7th, a charge of Cruelty 
to a horse was preferred against James Brand and Henry 


and witness replied, “ Excuse me, /’m in charge here as 
a police officer, and I shall not allow the horse to be 
hauled by ropes.”” Some men then attempted to lift the 
horse into the float, but this was found to be impossible. 
The head was got on tothe tailboard of the cart, and 
whilst in that position the animal’s lip dropped. Mr. 
Brand, on seeing this, shut the lip up again, and 
ordered that the float should be taken away and the horse 
killed 

Mr. F, Somers, M.R.C.V.S., Wade Lane, Leeds, said 
he was called to Thwaite Gate to see the horse about 
nine o’clock. The gelding was theu much distressed 
and exhausted, and was covered with mange. His con- 
dition was poor, and there was a wound on the right 
hip, and another over the right eye. The pulse was. 
weak. He was present at the post mortem the next day, 
which revealed that the horse had suffered from disease 
of the heart. 


Have you any reason to give us why the animal 
would be unable to get up!—He would be unable to 


Getling Bowes, who carry on practice as veterinary sur- , do so from exhaustion, accompanied by the disease of 


geous in Leeds. Mr. Stansfield (barrister) appeared to 
prosecute on behalf of the Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to animals, and Mr. H. A. Child was for 
the defence. 

In his opening statement, Mr. Stansfield explained that 
the charge against the defendants was one of having 
caused to be ill-treated a bay gelding which, suffering 
from mange, had been sent to them for treatment. The 
animal remained in the care of the defendants at their 
premises in Hunslet from September 21 to September 28, 
and on the morning of the latter date was su weak that 
he had to be raised by means of a sling attached to two 
coal carts. At six o’clock in the same evening, however, 
the defendants directed their stableman, named Rhodes, 
to take the animal to Thorpe Hall, a distauce of 4} miles, 
but on reaching Thwaite Gate, half a mile away the horse 
dropped down in the road. Rhodes endeavoured to move 
him, but he only stumbled and pitched forward headfirst. 
Rhodes then tried to raise the horse by means of a plank, 
but was stopped by two policemen, and Inspector Jowett, 
of the Royal Society for the Prevention ot Cruelty to 
Animals, was sent for. He found the animal in last stage 
of exhaustion, and it being impossible to raise him he 
was subsequently, by Mr. Brand’s orders, pole-axed in 
the roadway. 

Charles Marshall Rhodes, the stableman, said that 
when he visited the horse at 7.30 a.m. on the 28th, he 
found him lying with his legs entangled with the post 
supporting the manger, He sent for Mr. Bowes, aud 
whilst he was fetching some straw, the horse was moved 
from the stable into the middle of the yard. There he 
was raised by means of a sling, and witness walked him 
about for 20 minutes or so. Later in the forenoon he 
exercised the horse in the streets. 


the heart. 

Having regard to the fact that the horse had to be 
raised by mechanical means in the morning, would he, 
in your judgement, be fit to travel 4} miles in the even- 


ing !/—Certainly not; and [ should have anticipated the 
probability of his coming down. 


Cross-examined: The fact that the horse ate food 


eagerly that day did not necessarily prove that he was 
healthy. 


Was it a proper way to get two carts and improvise a 


sling to raise a horse in the yard ?—I don’t say it was 
improper, but I should not have done it. 


What would you have done ?—Well, seeing the condi- 


tion of the horse, I should have fetched a pole-axe and 
killed him, and without thinking twice about it. 


Further cross-examined, witness said that assuming 


Rhodes’s evidence to be strictly accurate, and if the horse 
had been able to walk on one occasion during the day for 
20 minutes, there would be no reason why the animal 
should not have walked in the evening. 


Mr. William Pritchard, late Professor of the Royal 


College of Veterinary Surgeons, said he had listened to 
the previous evidence, aud under the circumstances he 
was of opinion that it was an act of cruelty to call upon 
this horse to walk four miles on the date in question. 


Cross-examined, he insisted that if the horse had been 


down in the morning, and had had to be raised mechani- 
cally, it was not proper tu expect him to walk four miles 
the same day. 


Mr. Roalfe Cox, Fellow of the Royal College of 


Veterinary Surgeons, bore out the statement of Mr, 
Pritchard to some extent, but would not commit himself 
to the statement that it would have been cruelty to send 
the horse a journey of 44 miles. He said it would have 


Police-coustable Gale, who, with Police-constable Hall, been simply an “ error of judgment,” and even went so 
came on the sceve shortly after the horse had stumbled, | far 4s to add that the horse might have accomplished the 
described the efforts of Rhodes to raise the animal, The journey without pain 


man eventually got a plank, with the object of getting | 


This concluded the case for the prosecution, and the 


the horse up, but witness and the other constable stopped | Stipendiary, without calling upon the defence, intimated 
him. The horse, added witness, seemed very weak. that he was not satisfied, after hearing Mr. Cox, that the 


Police-constable Hall gave similar evidence. 


|charge of cruelty had not been made out. The case 


Inspector Jowett said that when he reached the place against Brand, which had been dealt with, was accordingly 


where the animal w 


as lying he immediately examined the | dismissed, and that against Bowes was then withdrawn 


animal. He was lying on the near side, with his by Mr. Staustield. 


in the gutter and his head on the kerbstone. 
€ was then in the 


perfectly motionless. 


Mr. Child applied for costs, describing the prosecution 


last stage of exhaustion, aud was as 4 perfectly groundless one, and dwelling upon the 
The body, legs, head, and neck injury it was calculated to inflict upon his clients pro- 


Were all covered with mange scabs. After the defendants fessionally. 


arrived a float was secured, but witness pointed out that 


The Stipendiary refused the application, but remarked 


it would be impossible to get the horse into it alive with- that if the action had been a civil one he would have 
re patting ropes round him and hauling, and said he granted costs, and also assured Mr. Child that as the result. 
eo not allow this tobe done. Mr. Brand said: “I’m of the proceedings no reflection whatever rested upon 
h charge here, and shall give what instructions I like,” | the defendants.— Yorkshire Evening Post. 
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Mysterious Disease among Lincolnshire Lambs. 


A Louth correspondent states that in an outbreak in 
the Caistor Division, out of 900 lambs 40 were dead 
before the owner realised that anythiug very serious was 
imminent. Mr. Gresswell, of Louth, informs a correspon- 
dent that iu upwards of 30 post-mortem examinations 
which he has made in conjunction with Mr. Robert Moore, 
veterinary surgeon, of Louth, in different districts, he 
has in all cases found acute inflammation of the lungs 
and bronchial tubes. The liver as a rule was friable and 
pallid, and in many cases there was an effusion into the 
peritoneum, this latter occurrence being commonly 
spoken of as red water. 

On Thursday a meeting of farmers was held at the 
Angel Hotel, Brigg, to discuss the question of the pre- 
vailing epidemic among lambs. Mr. C. T. Holgate pre- 
sided, and there was a large attendance. Mr George 
Spilman, of Broughton Vale, moved :—* That this meet- 
ing of farmers, after discussing the terrible mortality 
amongst lambs during the present autumn, urges that it 
is a fitting case for investigation by the Board of Agricul- 
ture.’ The motion was seconded by Mr. W. K. Wad- 
dingham, of Elsham, supported by Mr. W. H. Coates, of 
Searby, and carried unanimously. During the discussion 
prior to the moving of the resolution, opinions were 
expressed that the present disease was different from 
what the farmers had previously known, and that it was 
of an infectious nature. One speaker said investigation 
had led to the discovery of a number of red worms in the 
intestines sufficient to cause death. 


OBITUARY. 


Gerorce Warson Lams, Walsall. 
Graduated, May, 1892, London. 


Mr. George Watson Lamb died at 18 Lorne Villas, 
Southend-on-Sea, October 26th, 1895. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
“INVERSION OF THE BLADDER.” 
Mr. Brwee’s Little Joke. 


Sir, 

Mr. Bruce’s letter in your last issue finally disproves 
the calumny that Scotchmen cannot see a joke. Indeed 
it goes further and shows that the more favoured at times 
make oue. Henceforth let.us hear no mure about “ jok- 
in’ wi’ deeficulty ” or the need for surgical operations. 
The real truth is that Scotch jokes abound. Mr. Glad- 
stone even studies them. This explains his reading 
Greek as a kind of light recreation. A really earnest 
investigator can always discover the point of a little 
Scotch joke in a week or two. In deference, however, to 
the weakness of Southern readers [ here purpose facilita- 
ting the process. 

‘“‘ This is impossible. ... The interior of an inver- 
ted bladder must be lived with peritoneum ... . and 
urine cannot possibly enter it so as to form a globular 
swelling. It follows that pressure . . . will not cause 
two streams of urine to flow as described. The illus- 
tration . . . is indeed a great stretch of imagination.” 
As an authoritative statement the above commands my 

respectful attention, but as a paraphrase of my own 
account of things it lacks something, and would be more 
complete if accompanied by the explanation that I never 
suggested anything of the kind. [ said before that Mr. 
Bruce is a humorist. I know this because he describes 
my illustration, drawn from an instantaneous photograph 
as “a great stretch of imagination.” Those who can 
appreciate the subtlety of this joke will easily follow the 
reasons by which Mr. Bruce proves my description “im. 
ssible.” Personally 1 am forced to confess I can’t 
he logic is admirable—couclusion first—premises am. 
where—everything quite in harmony—and yet I cau’t, 


Really if I did not know how averse some people are 
to a little healthy mental exercise I might almost leave 
them to appreciate the joke themselves. On second 
thoughts it may be better—though painful—to continue 
the explanation. It has the advantage of being short. 

“ The ureter enters the wall of the normal bladder 


thus, that of the inverted bladder thus. 

The kink shuts off the urine which accumulates in the 

kidney under pressure. When the bladder is raised or 

pressed on the ureter un-kinks and the urine escapes as 

figured.” 

It was only:Mr. Broce’s sense of fun which discovered 
the difficulty. But it really spoils a joke to explain it, 
and I tender my humblest apologies to Mr. Bruce.— Yours 


faithfully 
Jno. A. W. Dottar. 


Sir, 
In your last issue of The Veterinary Record Mr. J. K. 
Brace “draws attention ” to the chapter in “ Dollar’s 
Translation of Méller’s Veterinary Surgery on Inversio 
Vesicexe.”? One would almost imagine that this gentleman 
is suffering from some serious mental derangement in 
criticisiug this chapter so thoughtlessly. For his benefit 
I suggest that he more carefully studies this chapter at 
some quiet moment when his mind is free from all worries 
and anxieties of a veterinary surgeon’s practice, and he 
will then find that both in practice and theory the de- 
scription of inversio vesice given by Méller is neither 
“ extraordinary ”’ nor “impossible,” but is perfectly cor- 
rect aud corroborated by Fleming in his text-book of 
“ Veteriuary Obstetrics,” pages 328 and 604. - 
Our friend Mr. Bruce--undouotedly an artist—vwill 
perhaps supply Mr. Dollar with a better illustration 
than the one he mentions, and one which will cause no 
“ stretch of imagination ” amongst other members of the 
profession.—Yours faithfully, 


Reading, Nov. 12th, 1895. 


Joun A, CrarFt. 


RE PLACE ON ABORTION. 


Sir, 
In reply to my friend Mr. G. Upton, I fear that he is 
departing from his usual caution since he jumps to the 
conclusion that because I place two facts in contiguity, 
the one must necessarily be the cause and the other the 
result, possibly the brevity of my notes is misleading. 
My intention in mentioning this case was to show the 
possibility of there being danger in the use of sewage 
contaminated milk, not to quote dogmatically a case as 4 
clearly proved precedent. 1 regret that in Mr. Upton’s 
neighbourhood there should be any inquiry for an agent 
of this character and fear that its general use would not 
give satisfaction. 

For Mr. Upton’s further information the woman wa 
in the eighth month of gestation, the sow in the eighth 
week, and metritis, if existent at all, was of the mildest. 


—Yours truly, 
Frep. E. PLacs. 
Honiton, Nov. 11th, 1895. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
F.C. Mahon, J.D. Miller, E. E. Martin, F. E. Place 
J. R. Green, J.'Todd, W.F. Widden, Jno. A. W. Dollar 
J. A. Robinson, J. Craft, R.J. A. Voisin, H. G. Bowes 
Jarvey,” ‘ Vigilant.” Hst modus in rebus. 

American Vet. Review (November), Structure and —_ 
of the Horse’s Foot, The Ux (Philip & Son), Spruit’s Porn 
The Derby Daily Telegraph, The Dundee Advertiser, The 
and Gloucestershire Standard, The Shields Daily News, 
Yorkshire Post (2). 
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